
 
 

News from Mrs. McNamara 
 
 

We have been working hard here in fourth grade! In reading and writing, 

we have been studying the American Revolution. We have been working 

to identify the main idea in our reading, as well as the supporting details. 

Our focus in reading has been researching and taking meaningful notes 

and synthesizing our thoughts across different texts on the same topic. In 

writing, we have picked one topic and have written an informational book 

on it. Within our book we have included a historical fiction piece and an 

essay on our subtopic. Recently, we have taken all the skills we have 

learned and put them to the test with our Continental Congress Debates! 

Each student took the position of either a loyalist or a patriot and argued 

why they believed we should remain loyal to Britain or break free for our 

independence. The students used different pieces of evidence to support 

their arguments. We are really enjoying this historical unit! 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In social studies, both Mrs. McNamara & Mrs. Morin’s classes have been 

learning more about the first explorers here in New Jersey. We have 

learned about Henry Hudson and his interactions with the natives. We 

found out where the Verrazano Bridge got its name from (Giovanni da 

Verrazano).  And, we also learned who named Cape May (Cornelius Mey). 

Students have been researching online and taking notes about an explorer 

to get ready to make their trading cards and complete their recaps! Both 

classes are looking forward to learning what life was like in the colony of 

New Jersey next! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Mrs. Harmon’s Classroom 

 
It’s hard to believe that we are in the new year already!  Fourth and fifth 

graders are hard at work in their math classes.  Fourth grade is working 

on three different methods to solving multi-digit multiplication problems.  

These methods include: partial products, partitioned rectangle and 

lattice methods.  To learn more about how these methods work check out 

these videos:  partial products, partitioned rectangle, and lattice 

method.  After unit 4, fourth graders will be returning to the study of 

fractions, mixed numbers and decimals.  Learning how to add and 

subtract fractions and mixed numbers with common denominators. 

 

Fifth graders can look forward to finding common denominators in order 

to add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers.  They will be working 

with the Quick Common Denominator (QCD), listing equivalent fractions 

until they find a common denominator and asking, “Is the larger 

denominator a multiple of the other denominator?”  Again, to learn more, 

take a look at these video: QCD, and using multiples.  Once they finish 

with the common denominator section, fifth graders can look forward to 

finding “fraction of” problems.  Here’s a sneak peek: solving through 

multiplication and area models. 

 

Practice those facts and become an expert!!!! Check out some links for 

interactive games. CLICK HERE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xmsEtyOB10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkOctppT6wY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cijuPxHgZAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cijuPxHgZAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZUdba0-6_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3ozZqiTqEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpfqiP62sm4&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpfqiP62sm4&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWz7zU3XTcQ
https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/1303/interactive-websites


 
 

Mrs. Adam, Mrs. Sutherlin, and Mr. Katz's 
 

 
The students in Mrs. Adam, Mrs. Sutherlin, and Mr. Katz's classes have 

been hard at work these last few weeks. In Language Arts we are in the 

middle of our fantasy and literary essay units. In reading, the children 

have begun their third fantasy book club. They were given the 

opportunity to choose both the members of their group as well as the 

book they will be discussing. In writing, the children are working on 

reading short stories, coming up with a theme, and finding text evidence 

to support the theme. The final product will consist of an essay 

comparing two of these stories with similar themes.  

 

In math, the students completed a unit on decimals and have begun a 

second unit on fractions. They will be introduced to equivalent fractions 

and be required to solve equations without the use of manipulatives. In 

science, the children continue to observe their eco-columns. Last week, 

they added, and named, guppies and snails to their aquariums. In the 

next few days we will be adding "acid rain" to the terrariums to see what 

effect, if any, it may have on our plants. This will lead to a larger 

discussion of how it can harm our environment. Don't worry, no animals 

will be harmed during this experiment. 

 

In social studies, we are in the middle of our Thirteen Colonies unit. The 

children will shortly complete their study of the New England Colonies 

and focus their attention on the Middle Colonies and Benjamin Franklin. 

After their study of the Southern colonies, the students will create virtual 

posters showcasing their knowledge of all thirteen colonies. 

 


